
BACES DIRECTOR CANDIDATE STATEMENTS 
FOR 2020 ELECTION OF DIRECTORS 

Each candidate for director was asked to submit a 250 word statement 
expressing their qualifications and reasons they feel they should be elected. 

Their statements are below. Statements are listed in alphabetical order. 

John Alajov 

  
My name is John J. Alajov and I am a candidate for Volunteer Board Member of BACES. Married with two grown children, I’ve 
lived in LA for 30 years. I am a professional civil engineer. I possess financial, marketing, technical, entrepreneurial, legal, and 
social service skills. My wife and I own and operate an engineering consulting firm, several income properties, and a large property 
management firm. We have sponsored over 20 Bulgarian families to start new life in LA. I enjoy architecture, guitars, cars, wine, 
bicycles, world travels, and cooking as artistic expression. 
 
I knew the people who ran BACES 30 years ago and strongly believe in its cause. I participated in the design and permitting of 
BACES new building and I was an active member 2005 - 2009.  
 
Serving on BACES board comes with serious fiduciary, legal, and ethical responsibilities. There should be no conflict of interest, 
endangerment of its financial future, or engagement in unlawful acts that could put it in legal jeopardy. I understand and accept 
the primary legal BOD duties: “duty of care,” “duty of loyalty,” and “duty of obedience”. I will faithfully represent BACES, advocate 
its mission; set strategy, goals, and objectives; and oversee programs and activities to carry it out.  
 
We shall clean up the badly tarnished BACES name, regain control over the facility and reopen it to members for celebrations and 
cultural events.  
 
We shall create legacies that will take the next generation of Bulgarian Americans to a level we could only imagine. 
 

Irena Alexandrova 
No statement provided. 

 

Nina Aritonova 

  
Dear fellow members, my name is Nina Aritonova, and I have been living in Los Angeles for the past twenty years.  I am a graduate 
of Loyola Law School and a member of the State Bar of California.  I have been practicing law in Los Angeles for the past nine 
years, specializing in Immigration matters.  
 
The aim of BACES should be to promote, preserve, and foster our Bulgarian culture, history, and traditions.  BACES should be an 
integral part of the Bulgarian Community in Los Angeles and the surrounding areas.  It should be a place that provides access to 
Bulgarian activities and initiatives like dancing, singing, arts, as well as educational activities for our children, to better understand 
and appreciate our long and proud history and traditions. BACES should be the place where old and new Bulgarians come together 
to celebrate Bulgarian holidays, the place where we all have a chance to connect and help each other.  
 



As I already mentioned, I have been living in Los Angeles for the past twenty years, but first and foremost I am Bulgarian, and like 
you, fellow members, I want to see BACES being used as its founding fathers intended, to preserve, promote, and foster 
everything we, as Bulgarians, hold dear.  
 
There are many great candidates in this election. I sincerely hope you give me a chance to help turn this little corner of Hollywood 
into a place every Bulgarian can go to and feel a little bit closer to our beloved Bulgaria. 
 

Ivo Atanasov 

 
First, I would like to thank all of you who believed in the idea that BACES can be returned to its original purpose and joined this 
initiative. 
 
My birthplace is Montana, Bulgaria, where I grew up before completing my regular military service. After graduating from the 
Technical University in Sofia I started working at the Bulgarian Academy of Sciences, Institute of Cell Biology and Morphology, as 
a research scientist in the field of electron microscopy. At the end of 2000, I came to the US, where I settled in Houston, and until 
2007 I worked at the University of Texas, Medical School at Houston. In the summer of 2007 I moved to Los Angeles, where I 
continued my career in the field of cryo-electron microscopy at the newly established California NanoSystems Institute at UCLA, 
where my present position is Technology Center Director/Manager. 
 
When I first visited BACES in 2007, I was impressed by the intense cultural and social life at that time and decided to become a 
member. Unfortunately, this did not last long. Now, thanks to the persistent efforts of a group of honest and noble compatriots, 
we have the chance to return BACES to the Bulgarian community in Los Angeles. 
 
My vision, for the near and long future of BACES is: 1. Full control of the BACES building ASAP.2.Reopen BACES for the Bulgarian 
community in LA.3.Proactive support of short-term and long-term educational, cultural, and social activities.4.Absolute 
transparency of all administrative and financial actions. 

 

Greg Backley 

  
I’m Greg Lambro Backley, son of Peter Backley (Bakali) and Bessie Nicoloff. I grew up in the Bulgarian-American community in Los 
Angeles, attending St. Kliment of Ochrid Bulgarian Orthodox Church and many cultural events at BACES Hall. I’ve been married 
to my wife Cathleen for over 24 years and we have one daughter, Olivia, who recently graduated from Mt. Saint Mary’s University 
in Los Angeles. We’ve resided in Yorba Linda, CA for the past 16 years. Professionally, I’m the Senior Vice President of Insurance 
Operations and a Staff Officer for Auto Club Enterprises (AAA), where I’ve worked for 30 years, and am a Chartered Property 
Casualty Underwriter (CPCU). In terms of my educational background, I earned a bachelor’s degree in Law & Society from the 
University of California, Santa Barbara and a master’s degree in Business Administration from the University of Southern 
California. In the community, I’m a member of the United Way Orange County Tocqueville Society and have served on their 
Cabinet for three years. The culture and values of the Bulgarian-American community reside in me today and have positively 
impacted me in the personal, spiritual and professional aspects of my life. If selected to serve on the BACES Board of Directors, I 
will do my best to help perpetuate the common culture, traditions and heritage of Bulgarian-Americans. 
 



Anna Bakardzhieva, CPA 

  
Драги Българи,  
Кандидатствам за член на борда на директорите на ВАСЕS за да помогна да се възстанови тази организация 
в която много достойни българи са вложили пари и труд и този клуб в който децата ми с нетърпение чакаха 
да дойде Дядо Коледа с подаръци и да поиграят с приятелчетата си. Сградата на BACES е прекрасно място 
да се събере българската общност на празник, надиграване или надпяване. 

 
Аз вярвам че моят дългогодишен опит в управлението на финансите на различни организации с нестопанска 
цел ще допринесе за успешната мисия на ВАCES, а тя е да служи на българите.  
С уважение,  
Анна Бакърджиева, Експерт-счетоводител 
 
Dear Fellow Bulgarians, 
I am applying to become a member of the BACES board of directors in order to assist with the organization’s recovery. Many 
gracious Bulgarians donated their money and hard work in order to establish this organization. I fondly remember bringing my 
kids to the yearly Christmas party were they awaited impatiently for the arrival of Santa Claus bearing gifts and where they played 
games with their friends. The BACES building is a beautiful place for the Bulgarian community to get together, to dance, and to 
sing. 
 
I believe my experience in financial management for different nonprofit organizations will contribute to the success of BACES’s 
mission, which is to serve Bulgarians. 
 
Best regards, 
Anna Bakardzhieva, CPA 
 

 

Tinka Boneva 
No statement provided. 

 

 

Petroslav “Petro” Dushkov 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
I have an MS degree in Computer Science and BS in Business Management from Bulgaria and a recent 2-year training in Project 
Management at UC Irvine. 
 
Currently I am an IT/Project Manager at KAL Architects, Inc. with which I have beensinceyear2000, joining shortly after 
immigrating to the United States. 
 
My assignments involve dealing with Federal and Local government, projects schedule and budget preparation and management, 
coordinating meetings with clients and stakeholders, managing teams of diverse project members, deploying state-of-art 
technology. 
 
Among the Bulgarian communities in SoCal and throughout the continent for the past 15 years I am better known as a patron of 
Bulgarian artists, arts and culture, serving also as their ambassador for the International communities through creating and help 



organizing events, festivals and gatherings some of which executed while serving as a VP to the L.A. based 501 (c)(3) non-profit 
society PCHELA. 
 
I know well the needs of the Bulgarian communities, local and beyond, and If elected as a board member, I will deploy all my 
professional knowledge and experience for BACES to better serve them. 
 
My focus as a board member will include: 
1.Provide a transparent service and assure positive PR for BACES, thus expanding its membership base and community 
involvement. 
2.Deploy best corporate management practices for running BACES as a successful non-profit business entity.  
3.Assure that the Society’s assets are utilized with the top priority to serve the Bulgarian community. 
4.Establish Board of Advisors and invite prominent and successful Bulgarian professionals to serve the community by providing 
expert opinion and advice. 
 
 

Mark Evanoff 
In 1947 my grandfather was instrumental in the transfer of the land/property from Montague Guild & Lucy Guild Quirk to the 
then named Bulgarian Mutual Aid Educational Society of Los Angeles.  I have grown up in the club and my father, Evan Evanoff, 
was the President for many years.  When the development took place, I was called upon to advise on tenants and leasing contracts 
since I have been in and owned a Commercial Real Estate company for over 35years, specializing in sales and leasing, especially 
in Hollywood. Saint Kliment Bulgarian Church, which I am also a member, was built with love by many local Bulgarian family’s and 
I worked side by side with my dad. 
 
I have served on various board over the years and helped with, among other things, capitol campaigns, fundraising hundreds and 
thousands of dollars for non-for profits. 
 
It is important to keep both the BACES and the churches alive for many years to come with the Bulgarian traditions that we all 
love and make sure they are passed down to the younger generations. I look forward to serving as a Board member of BACES. 
 
 

Nina Herceg 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
I was born and raised in Pleven, Bulgaria. In 2002 I moved to the United Stated and lived in Los Angeles and San Diego. I am a 
Registered nurse and work as a Clinical coach /Charge nurse at Scripps Hospital. 
 
My love of Bulgarian folklore and culture started at an early age. I was 5 years old when I joined the Bulgarian folklore dance 
ensemble Nashencheta, Pleven. In 2012 I became a member of the Bulgarian Folklore Ensemble Xorotroptzi, Los Angeles. Since 
then I devoted a part of my time to preserve and popularize the rich cultural traditions of Bulgarian folk dancing within the 
immigrant community throughout California and the United States.  As Xorotroptzi’s Event and Project coordinator I organized 
seven of their concerts, and various community events in Los Angeles, San Diego, and Las Vegas. In collaboration with members 
of Xorotroptzi, I wrote a proposal and we were awarded a ACTA Cultural Grant three years in a row. 
 
My organizational skills, integrity and love of Bulgarian culture make me a perfect candidate to serve on the board of directors of 
BACES. No culture can be preserved without passing on the love for it, the knowledge and the desire to keep it thriving onto the 
next generations. My goal is not only to expand the knowledge and appreciation for one of the oldest traditions in Bulgarian 
culture, but also to create a unique cultural environment and to unite people sharing a common love.  
 



Daniela Kaneva 

  
I work as a business consultant helping people and businesses to bridge cultural differences in communication, manage 
multicultural diversity and achieve optimal performance in global operations. Throughout my international career I have worked 
and lived in over 27 countries on 4 continents. I live in the United States, in Los Angeles, since 2012.At the beginning of this 
year,2020, I came to know the history of BACES and got passionate about reviving the Society as an organization whose role is to 
preserve, publicize and promote the Bulgarian culture among Bulgarian and American public. 
 
If I am to serve on the Board of Directors of BACES, I will work hard to implement the following principles in the activity of the 
organization: 
1. Total transparency and communication of all activities of BACES –including and not limited to its income, expenses, decisions 
taken by its management body, relations with outside stakeholders etc. 
2. Making education and culture the core purpose, value and focus of BACES’ activity. 
3. Formulation of BACES mission, vision and guiding principles as an organization dedicated to the benefit of the Bulgarian 
community in California.  
4. Designing provisions and mechanisms to ensure the Society never strays away from its mission and core purpose.  
5. Introducing professional standards for management of the Society. Setting up of limitations so that no member of the Board 
of Directors is to be elected for more than 2 mandates of Board service. 

 

 

Belyana Kareva 
No statement provided. 

 

 

Vesselka Kazachka 
No statement provided. 

 

 

Nicola (Nick) Kazandjieff 
My family immigrated to the United States in June of 1960 when I was six years old. We settled in Los Angeles and Los Angeles  
has been my home for sixty (60) years. When we arrived in southern California there was a large and thriving Bulgarian 
community. At the center of that community was the Bulgarian American Cultural Educational Society (BACES). I recall quite 
fondly the many parties (vecharinkas) that BACES promoted. Those parties brought the Bulgarian community together where 
Bulgarians could enjoy traditional cuisine, listen and dance to Bulgarian music, share memories of home and most importantly 
fostered the idea and feeling of community. BACES also promoted picnic's at Griffith Park during the summer and made the BACES 
Hall available for various other functions such as church services and piano recitals where the stars were Bulgarian children and 
teenagers. Unfortunately, with the aging of the Bulgarian membership and the maturation of the sons and daughters of the 
membership BACES took on a muchnarrower role. So much so that the original philanthropic intent as reflected in the bylaws of 
BACES were essentially abandoned. I am seeking a seat on the Board of Directors to insurethat BACES returns to its original 
mission of promoting and assisting the current Bulgarian community. If elected, and with the benefit of my 36 years of legal 
training, I will insure strict compliance with the bylaws and will once again bring dignity andrespect to a once noble body that 
recently regretfully lost sight of BACES original purpose. 
 
 

Nikolay Kolev 
No statement provided. 

 

 

Kalin Kroumov 
No statement provided. 



Bronislav Likomanov 
 
This candidate has withdrawn their name from consideration. 
 
 

Vyara Melton 
No statement provided. 

 

 

Nadejda (Nadia) Meshkova 

  
I came to the United States 22 years ago on my own and the Bulgarian community in Los Angeles became my family. I came here 
because a Bulgarian family opened their home to me, I met my first friends at the Bulgarian churches, and I met my husband at 
a Bulgarian event. Today, we are blessed to be parents of twins and share our lives with our extended family –parents, my 
brother’s family, a nephew and friends we have had for many years. 
 
For over 15 years I have worked for two of the Fortune 100 companies–Amgen and The Walt Disney Company. I have been 
responsible for designing, implementing and managing processes and systems related to cash, account payable, accounts 
receivable, payroll, foreign currency trading and hedging, and their fraud prevention controls. As a Director of Treasury, I have 
led teams in four continents and I have been responsible for global compliance with company policies, FINCEN, FINRA and local 
regulations. 
 
I received my Bachelors from CSUN, whereas a way to give back, I teach a class and I am on the Advisory Board to the Department 
of Accounting and IS. I also have an MBA from UCLA.  
 
In 1947 the founders of BACES outlined in the Articles of Incorporations that BACES is to “To engage in and conduct any and all 
events and activities for educations, social and charitable purposes ...”, and I will be honored to continue their mission with 
integrity and focus on transparency and inclusiveness. 
 
 

Georgi Nikolov 
 
I am writing this letter to express my interest in serving on the BACES Board of Directors. I appreciate having been 
nominated.   For many years I attended numerous events at places and locations organized by BACES. These included, Bulgarian 
national day on March 3rd celebrations, social and community gatherings to recognize and appreciate artists traveling to 
perform abroad, religious holidays, birthday celebrations and other events. It is important to me and to so many of my friends 
that we have place to be together, to share our culture and to be in community. 
 
I think my commitment and experience will be of benefit to the BACES Board of Directors as the Board seek to develop a plan 
and new strategy to continue the vision and purpose of the organization. My career for more than 15 years has been connected 
to nonprofit, arts and cultural organizations.  I've worked in management and supervisory positions with the Music Center of 
Los Angeles and in conjunction with the Patina company as a contract provider to the Music Center. In my work, I've learned 
the value of collaboration, planning, building coalitions and of course the importance of culture, arts and gatherings for the 
community. 
 
If elected to the Board, I will work toward to help fulfill the organization mission, which is to promote, preserve and foster 
Bulgarian culture and tradition among its members, and to further the understanding and appreciation of Bulgarian cultural 
values in the United States. 

 

 

Milena P. McCartney 
 
Ms. Milena McCartney is a passionate and mission driven professional with more than 10 years of experience in non-for-profit 
organization management, grant writing, and fundraising. She holds a Master's degree in Public Service with focus on Health Care 
Organization Management from DePaul University, Chicago, IL as well as Master’s degrees in Journalism from Sofia University 



and the University of Missouri, Columbia, MO. Ms. McCartney has more than a decade of experience as both a foreign affairs 
correspondent and news anchor for various European media outlets and world news agencies, including Reuters.   
 
Milena’s journalistic experience and travels around the world was the driving force behind her subsequent decision to focus her 
career on working with and supporting global organizations in the social sector spanning direct service, education, healthcare, 
research, communications, and arts and culture.  
 
Ten years forward, Milena has successfully worked with a number of non-for-profits in Illinois and California in various roles from 
board member, treasurer, to operations manager. Her experience spans health care, scientific research, and education where 
she managed and secured more $75M in funding from State, Federal and philanthropic agencies.   
 
Ms. McCartney is currently the Director of Business Development at Ecurium, LLC, a consulting company based in Los Angeles, 
CA with a mission to empower its clients in securing sustainable funding for their scientific research, education, arts and 
community projects, through organizational and program development, grant writing and management utilizing proprietary 
technology. 
 
 

Maria Piperova 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
I was born and lived in Sofia, Bulgaria for 20 years until I came to the US on academic scholarship in 1994. I met my American-
born husband in graduate school and together we moved to Southern California in 2003. We have two teenaged children.  
 
I have over 18 years of corporate finance and accounting experience and I would like to put these skills to work in reviving the 
Bulgarian Club. An active participant in the Bulgarian community, together with a group of fellow Bulgarians, I helped organize 
Bulgarian Independence celebration on March 3, 2010 in Irvine and participated in three Bulgarian election committees in Irvine 
in2009, 2015, and 2016. 
 
My volunteer experience with non-profit organizations includes: Boys Scouts of America Committee Chair, Treasurer, and Forms 
coordinator (4yrs), Middle School PTA Treasurer (2yrs), High School PTSA VP Membership (present), and AYSO Commissioner 
(1yr). 
 
 

Vladimir Strinski 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
I came to Los Angeles in 2002. I found a strong Bulgarian society with wonderful initiatives. I vividly remember the first Baba 
Marta concert! 
 
I keep great memories of BACES’ events, where I also met many fellow Bulgarians and made numerous friendships.  
 
Over the last 15+ years I have actively volunteered at events and festivals for our community, and helped numerous organizations 
(like St. George church, Balkan Fest, PCHELA). 
 
BACES deserves management by skilled people who care about it, its members, and its mission -to promote and preserve 
Bulgarian traditions, culture, and identity.  
 
I would like to contribute my skills in project and office management, IT, and general business administration to BACES. 
 



I believe I can help and make a difference. I will seek and promote that BACES resources, heritage, and assets, like the club, be 
used conservatively and efficiently to further BACES’ mission, and not as an ATM. Through more transparency and frequent 
meetings BACES can earn and keep its members’ trust and show respect to past contributors.  
 
BACES got another chance -let’s make the best out of it!  
 
Full disclosure: I’m not involved in other organizations posing a conflict of interest. My daytime job is in the IT industry. Since 
2017 I have volunteered pro-bono as the President in my home association -a similar non-profit organization with similar 
challenges. The responsibilities can be enormous and rewards at times imaginary. And yet, I am happy with my contribution.  
 
Thank you for your trust and consideration! 
Vladimir Strinski 
 

Matthew Yancheff 
No statement provided. 

 

 

George Nicholas Zdravkov 

   
Greetings and thank you for the nomination! 
  
I grew up in ancient Plovdiv and moved to Idaho as a twelve-year-old.  After college, I went back to Bulgaria and dove into the 
culture I sorely missed while in the United States.  I recorded a folklore album in Shiroka Laka, hosted my own show on Radio 
Plovdiv, and eventually started University at the film academy in Sofia (NATFIZ). 
  
NATFIZ is where I met my wife, Eliza.  After graduation we decided to move to California.  We got married in Laguna Beach in 
2012 and have been living in LA ever since.  Eliza has found success starring in nationally-broadcast TV shows and commercials.  I 
also work in the industry, directing and producing independent films, and running a film-editing company. 
  
Through it all, the Bulgarian community has been a lynchpin for us – a vital outlet for our identity and culture in fast-paced and 
demanding Los Angeles.  Which is why I was moved to action when I learned of BACES and its fate.  Together with other like-
minded Bulgarians, I co-founded the BACES Initiative and lobbied the Attorney General’s office to open the club back to the 
community. 
  
It would be a privilege to continue this work – and there is plenty left to be done.  We need to recover the club’s assets.  And we 
must reinforce transparency in all aspects of the club’s operations.  I would be honored to work towards these goals on behalf of 
our community.  Thank you for your consideration. 
 
 

Vesselin Zlatev 
No statement provided. 
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